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Volume 1 of ‘Advances in Inflammation Research’ 
was a valuable collection of reviews, carefully 
written by scientists who have made significant 
contributions to their respective fields. In vol. 5 the 
quality of the contributions has not decreased, but 
the rise in price and drop in size have combined to 
make the cost per page of text over 23 pence. At 
this sort of price level even libraries will be tempted 
to cancel their subscriptions to the series, and it 
will certainly encourage illegal use of photo- 
copiers. Perhaps the publishers are counting on the 
unwillingness of libraries to cancel an already- 
established series, but such decisions are being 
made in the present harsh financial climate. 
Like its predecessors, the book is well printed, 
attractively presented and has an adequate index. 
In general, the authors have attempted to relate 
their own work to that of other scientists, and a 
number of useful reviews has resulted. I particular- 
ly enjoyed the chapters on ARDS (adult respira- 
tory distress yndrome, not to be confused with the 
now topical AIDS, on which a review will surely be 
appearing in a later volume), and on the role of 
catabolin in cartilage degradation by chondro- 
cytes. Other topics covered are the biology of inter- 
leukin 2 and thymocyte activating factor, the 
control of fibroblast action, crystal-induced pha- 
gocyte chemotaxis, assessment of reticuloendo- 
thelial cell function in humans, the extracellular 
effects of the myeloperoxidase-hydrogen perox- 
ide-halide system and the effects of neutrophil- 
derived oxidants on tissue antiproteases. These last 
two topics have been covered in a large number of 
reviews recently and the present chapters, although 
well written by talented scientists, add little that is 
new. 
Overall, an expensive volume for what it con- 
tains. I am pleased to have it on my shelves as a 
review copy, but I would not recommend anyone 
to go out and buy it. 
B. Halliwell 
Bacteria and Plants 
Society for Applied Bacteriology symposium series no. 10 
Edited by Muriel Rhodes-Roberts and F.A. Skinner 
Academic Press; London, New York, 1982 
xiv + 264 pages. f 14.20. 
So many books dealing with bacteria do so pri- 
marily in relation to medicine that it is refreshing 
to come across one in which the emphasis is almost 
entirely non-medical and the pathology all phy- 
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